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the course of the last hundred and fifty years. And yet eight years
ago they were as helpless, hungry, oppressed, and illiterate as our
Indian masses: indeed, in certain respects their misery was even
greater, not less, than ours. The vain picture of national educa-
tion, our heart's desire, which I dared not draw even on the
canvas of mirage, is here a reality stretched from horizon to
horizon.
Again and again I have asked myself: How has such a great
miracle been possible ? The answer that I have received in my
mind is that here there is no barrier of greed. To think that by
education everybody will become adequately competent seems so
natural. The people here are not at all afraid of giving complete
education even to Turkomans of distant Asia; on the contrary,
they are dreadfully earnest about it. They have not relapsed into
indifference after pointing out in their report that the root cause
of all the misery of the people of Turkoman Republic lies in
their traditional ignorance.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE : Letters from Russia
(trans, by Dr. S. Sinha).
I have been privileged to witness the unstinted energy with
which Russia is trying to fight disease and illiteracy. Her industry
and application has helped Russia in steadily liquidating poverty
and ignorance and abject humiliation from the face of a vast
continent. Her people have not observed distinction between
one sect and another, one race and another. They have spread
far and wide the influence of that human relationship which is
above and beyond everything petty and selfish. Their astonish-
ingly quick progress has made me happy and jealous at the same
time. . . . While in Moscow I particularly liked one characteristic
of Soviet administration, and that was the pleasing fact that there
was here no conflict of interest between the different races and
religions; a truly civilised administration impartially served their
common interests.
RABINDRANATH TAGORE, on his eightieth
birthday (1941).
The Bolshevik experiment has, in the course of the past decade,
demonstrated beyond all denial that neither the incentive of